
Continuing its commitment to 
providing quality educational

opportunities for orthodontic staff, CAO
offers hands-on workshops for staff in
Palm Springs, Saturday, September 18.
As best can be determined, these are the
only demonstration and participation
workshops designed specifically to enhance
skills required in the orthodontist’s
office.  And it may be the only place,
outside of on-the-job training or in
school, where these skills are taught in a
hands-on environment.

A unique educational program is 
available that day for doctors, too.
Inspired by AAO’s highly touted
“Orthodontist as CEO” practice 
management program, CAO’s
Continuing Education Committee
brings John McGill, JD, CPA, MBA, to
Palm Springs for a full day on “Strategic
Business Planning for Your Orthodontic
Practice.”  Both staff and doctor 
programs promise take-home education
that attendees can apply immediately to
their practices.

Bruce Christopher 
Is Back

CAO audiences first met Bruce
Christopher in a half-day PCSO

training program in
Monterey in 1996.
There, the audience
laughed so often, so
long, and so loudly
that random hotel
guests asked if they
could sit in, just to
enjoy the fun.  He
returned a few years
later as a PCSO
luncheon speaker.  And now, CAO
President Michael Ricupito has invited
him to return again.

Bruce Christopher will offer his 
energetic and humorous perspective on
“Are We Having Fun Yet?” at CAO’s
Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon
on Monday, September 20, at the
Wyndham Hotel in Palm Springs, CA.

Trained in professional psychology
and interpersonal communications, Mr.
Christopher addresses the serious issues
that affect us today both professionally
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Hands-On Learning 
for Staff

Three workshops give staff an 
opportunity to learn alongside their
instructors.  “Auxiliary Appliances – 
The Right Fit” aims to give staff the
skills necessary for the correct fitting of
passive auxiliary appliances.  Instruction
includes placing and fitting headgear
facebows, insertable lower lingual arches,
and insertable transpalatal arches.

The second offering, “Wire Bending –
A Demonstration Workshop,” is
designed to give clinical staff the basic
principles for the proper bending of
both round and rectangular archwires.
It includes instruction on the proper use
of pliers as well.

In “Capturing the Perfect Digital
Photo,” attendees will learn the basics 
of good clinical photography and then
how to capture quality clinical digital 
photographs with the equipment used in
their offices.  

Interactive Education
Educational theorists have known for

some time that participatory learning is
often the most effective.  So, in addition
to the three hands-on sessions, three
interactive workshops compliment the
program.  All are limited in size to 
maximize the learning potential.  Taught
by professionals in their fields, the three
additional components are
“Communication Systems that Cultivate
Profitability,” “Communicating with
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Celebrating a Year in ReviewCelebrating a Year in Review

This will be
my last

chance to share
information with
you through this
column because
the next newsletter
is slated for 
delivery after I
leave office as

president.  Because of this, I thought it
would be helpful to provide an update of
what has or will be accomplished prior
to leaving my post.  As you will see, the
year is a full one!

After CAO’s annual meeting in
Vancouver last October, an immediate
priority for me as president was filling
volunteer positions on our leadership
roster.  With our recent appointment of
Dr. Jim Loos as our CAO newsletter 
editor, most positions are now filled –
with the exception of a couple of doctor
and one staff volunteer positions on
CAO’s Continuing Education Committee. 

The majority of my time in the fall
was spent finalizing the revision of our
informed consent booklet, “You and Your
Orthodontist,” (YYO) and sending it to
the printer before the end of the year.
Following that initial printing, we sent
out a promotional mailer to all AAO
members that featured both the new
YYO and the “Bite Down Early” 
booklet.  With that introduction, 
booklet orders have soared!  This is good
news for CAO members as booklet
income helps us support CAO 
activities and keeps membership dues at
a reasonably low level.

Our board of director’s meeting in
January was a great success in many
ways.  With all committee chairs and
most liaison representatives in attendance,
we identified priority areas to address.  
A key priority is reversing the current
Dental Board sterilization requirement
of bagging semi-critical instruments.
This meeting also served as our annual
opportunity to approve the operating
budget that includes supporting a dozen
or so active committees and, in 
particular, expanding our continuing 
education efforts. We also approved a
small, $10 increase in annual 
membership dues and added two fees:
an additional $25 registration fee for
those who register late or on site at
regional meetings and a $10 cancellation
fee for any CAO educational program.

The highlight of this two-day board 
session was the leadership training 
workshop conducted by Betsy Saunders,
an international speaker featured at
CDA’s conference last year in Hawaii.
Ms. Saunders was instrumental in 
developing the customer service 
philosophy at Nordstrom as they 
introduced stores in California.  Her 
presentations inspired our leadership to
do even more for CAO members.

With the advent of spring, our various
committees continue with their work.

The Nominating Committee has a great
slate of new officers to suggest to the
membership:  President-Elect Ron Jawor
and Secretary-Treasurer Rich Savage.
Ken Fischer, our current president-elect,
automatically succeeds me as president.
In addition, they have selected the 2004
Distinguished Service Award Recipient:
Harold Bergh.

The Budget and Finance Committee
is reviewing five-year financial projections
in addition to our reserve policies.  Our
new Communication Committee is
scheduled to meet via conference call
this summer.  The Legislative Committee
is busy developing its leadership and
strategies around priority topics near and
dear to members.  And, in addition to
all this, thanks to the support of CAO
members, the California Dental
Association, and other dental specialties,
orthodontist Bill Emmerson won the
Republican primary for the 63rd
Assembly District!

Looking ahead, this summer CDA has
set Friday, July 9 as a training date for
current and new candidates for 
orthodontic peer review training at the
San Diego Dental Society offices.  With
a professional firm, our Strategic
Planning Committee will begin to 
develop a membership survey to help us
update our strategic plan.  And we 
anticipate seeing the results of the CAO’s
new website, remodeled by our
Website/Technology Committee.

If this weren’t enough, the day before
the PCSO Annual Session in Palm
Springs, CAO will host a practice 
management seminar for doctors with
John McGill, as well as hands-on/
interactive workshops for staff, on
Saturday, September 18th at the
Wyndham Hotel.  Of course, the cycle
will start again with new leadership
when CAO again hosts its annual 
meeting luncheon there.  Scheduled for

Pres ident ’s  Message

Continued on page 6
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MEET INGS 
CALENDAR

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

CAO Staff Education
Friday, December 3
DoubleTree Hotel, Sacramento 
Katha Phair, Myofunctional Therapy

Bette Robin, California Dental Law

PCSO Doctor Education
Friday, December 3

DoubleTree Hotel, Sacramento 
Program to be announced

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CAO Staff Education
Friday, November 19
Costa Mesa Hilton Hotel

Program to be announced

PCSO Doctor Education
Friday, November 19
Costa Mesa Hilton Hotel

Dr. Jeryl English, Topic to be announced

PCSO ANNUAL SESSION
September 18-21, 2004
Palm Springs, California

CAO PATHWAYS TO 
PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

September 18, 2004
Palm Springs, California

Practice Seminar for Doctors
John K. McGill, JD, CPA, MBA

Strategic Business Planning for Your Practice

Interactive Workshops for Staff
6 Tracks of interactive and/or 

hands-on workshops.

(See story on page 1.)

orthodontists’ freedom from liability
actions.  As such, both CAO and CDA’s
Council on Peer Review request that
orthodontists attend who are involved in
peer review at the local levels.

CAO will reimburse travel and one
night’s accommodation for members
who participate.

To register for the workshop and be
eligible for reimbursement, contact Mike
Huckins, CAO’s Associate Executive
Director at 415-441-4697 or email him
at mike@prollins-associates.com.  Or go
to www.caortho.org and click on the
“CAO Info” tab to register. 

Thank you in advance for participating
in this training jointly sponsored by
CDA, the San Diego Dental Society and
CAO! ❖

By Clelan “Butch” Ehrler

The California Dental Association’s
(CDA) Council on Peer Review will

conduct a regional peer review calibration
workshop in San Diego on July 9.  
Co-sponsored by the CDA, the San
Diego Dental Society, and CAO, the
workshop will be held at the San Diego
County Dental Society, 1275 W. Morena
Blvd., Suite B, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.
Using sample cases, this interactive
approach to peer review procedures and
policies will examine the most recent
changes to the peer review system.  

CDA’s Peer Review Council has
noticed an increase in the number of
procedural errors relating to peer review
issues, some of which may challenge

Sponsorships for 
CAO Education

CAO is pleased to announce that 
the following companies or 

organizations offer door prizes for staff
who attend the regional meetings.

Autographed novel by Dean Koontz

Bally Total Fitness Corporation

Berkeley Repertory Theatre

Bill’s Place in San Francisco

Hornblower Cruises & Events

OREC Professional Marketing Systems, Inc.

Ripley’s Believe It or Not

San Francisco Wax Museum

See’s Candies

Tahoe Biltmore Lodge and Casino

In addition, four firms have agreed to
underwrite the staff workshops in Palm
Springs, September 18.  See registration
materials mailed in June for details.

3M Unitek

Dolphin Imaging and Management Systems

GAC International

PracticeWorks, Inc.

CAO Co-Sponsors Peer
Review Workshop
CAO Co-Sponsors Peer
Review Workshop

Reimbursement of Expenses Offered

You Can Win!
New Online Club for Staff

To encourage more staff to 
register for regional meetings 
on-line, CAO adds an additional 
raffle drawing at those meetings as
a reward.

How can you win?  It’s simple!  
Go to CAO’s website
www.caortho.org, then click on
CAO Info and find the regional
meeting you plan to attend.  
Then click on the on-line registration.  

In addition to having a good 
chance of winning a prize, 
on-line registrants will also receive
email confirmations.  

Double bonus!  Good luck!



Introducing CAO’s New
Editor
Introducing CAO’s New
Editor

tries to help dental plan offices understand
them and comply.”

Almost 20 years of assisting malpractice
carriers defend orthodontists has
impressed Dr. Loos with the importance
of informed consents, diagnosis and
treatment planning documentation, and
patient communication.  “I was very
happy to see CAO publish their new,
revised consent booklet, ‘You and Your
Orthodontist,’” Dr. Loos comments. “It
is an important tool for both the practicing
orthodontist and his or her patient.”

Each year at USC, Dr. Loos starts the
new orthodontic residents with an
intense “typodont” course.  He tries to

instill in those
students the
same respect that
he has for the
many past 
orthodontists

who have developed the specialty.  Dr.
Robert Keim, USC’s residency program
director, quotes Jim as saying, “‘If you
think orthodontics is easy, you don’t
know enough about it!’”

Now with two grown children and
four grandchildren, Dr. Loos and his
wife are busy with family.  They are still
busy and passionate about orthodontics,
too.  “Thanks, Cecil!”

Dr. Loos welcomes member 
comments and input about the
California Orthodontist and can be
reached at bracerr@aol.com. ❖
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James F. Loos, DDS, MS, takes over the
reins as editor of the California
Orthodontist with the October 2004
issue.  He follows Dr. Robert Keim who
has served in this capacity since 2001.  
Dr. Loos gives members this glimpse 
of CAO’s newest volunteer, and the 
board of directors welcomes him to this
important position.

Dr. James Loos states that he was 
fortunate to know a very special

orthodontist who influenced his career
choice.  Dr. Cecil Steiner’s life-long 
passion for orthodontics rubbed off on
Dr. Loos at the early age of 14, when he

was receiving
treatment from
the well-known
teacher and 
practitioner.
“Once I entered
USC Dental
School, Dr.
Steiner was even
more emphatic
about how great

orthodontics is, and he did not relax 
his enthusiasm until I had been accepted
into USC’s orthodontic program,” Dr.
Loos claims.  “Having a recommendation
from Cecil Steiner did not hurt my
chances of getting in at all!”.

After orthodontic training, Dr. Loos
spent the first 20 years of private practice
in Long Beach in partnership with Dr.
Eldor Sagehorn.  With two children and
a full practice, it was a few years before
he could accept a
teaching position
at USC in the
graduate 
orthodontic 
program.
Teaching there
led to 10 years of 
lecturing in the U.S., France, Italy, and
Japan with Dr. Terry Root.  Dr. Loos
also taught a one-week summer course
for 12 years at Fukuoka Dental College
on the island of Kyushu, Japan.

In addition to his interests in teaching, 
Dr. Loos has also been involved in
organized dentistry as president of the
Harbor Dental Society, trustee to
California Dental Association (CDA),
and chairman of the board of The
Dentist’s Company (TDC), now the
1201 Financial Corporation, a 
for-profit subsidiary of CDA.

As a diversion from his professional 
enthusiasms, Dr. Loos became an avid
offshore powerboat racer in the 1970s
and early ’80s.
“Powerboat 
racing eventually
became too hard
on the budget
and the body; so,
for the last several
years, I only participate in the Catalina
Ski Race,” explains Dr. Loos.  His 
current “Cigarette Boat” is a 90 MPH
ocean racer.  Thanks to his wife Sherry’s
support and tolerance, Dr. Loos’ “Bracer
Race Team” still finishes in the top 10 of
over 100 boats in that annual event. 

Several eye surgeries prompted a career
change in 1996.  The results of his 
surgeries were eventually successful, but
in the meantime his practice was sold.
Now Dr. Loos concentrates on teaching
and the consulting field.  When several
dental plans were looking for consulting
assistance, their requests eventually
evolved into an organization called the
California Orthodontic Auditor’s
Association which serves many dental
plans as clients and utilizes several 

orthodontists as
auditors.  “All of
our auditors are
well-trained, 
experienced
orthodontists
who help 
practicing 

orthodontists with documentation.  As
we all know, there are paperwork and
regulatory issues today that we did not
have to deal with years ago.  Our team

James Loos, DDS, MS

Bruce Christopher
Continued from page 1

and personally.  His insight into human
nature and human interaction patterns,
his sense of humor, and his energetic
stage presence give him a unique 
emotional connection with his
audiences.  His past receptions are no
exception.

Join CAO officers at the Annual
Business Meeting on September 20 by
registering on PCSO’s Annual Session
registration form.  The fee for the 
function is $35 per person.  Guests are
more than welcome. ❖

Teaching (at USC) led to 10 years of 
lecturing in the U.S., France, 

Italy, and Japan…

…Dr. Loos has also been 
involved in organized dentistry…



by Mike Huckins
Associate Executive Director

”You and Your
Orthodontist“
and “Bite 
Down Early” 
Promotions

Since the release of

the new version of

the “You and Your

Orthodontist” (YYO)

booklets in February and with our sample

mailer to 9,045 AAO members, booklet sales

have soared.  During the latter promotional

mailer, YYO booklet orders were double the

typical orders and “Bite Down Early” was

nearly triple.  This is great news since booklet

sales help keep our membership fees low at

CAO!

Wrapping/Bagging of
Semi-Critical Instruments

The CAO Legislative Committee and

board of directors have made the issue of

sterilizing semi-critical instruments a priority

and advocated for the reversal of the current

Dental Board infection control requirement.

(See Dental Board update, page 6.)  With 

the recent release of the 2003 CDC 

guidelines, we anticipate spending more time

providing input into proposed Dental Board

regulations.

Strategic Planning Survey
and Update

We’re less than two years out from the

need to update our five-year strategic plan.

Member input into reassessing our core 

values – advocacy, education, membership,

and organization – will be essential.  To this

end, we are planning an electronic survey this

year with a detailed survey to come in 2005.

Thank you in advance for your thoughts that

will help guide future priorities for CAO.

Inside CAO
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Expanded List of RDA
Auxiliary Duties

As you will remember, a proposed list of

expanded auxiliary duties for RDAs has been

created (see page 9 of the March 2004 issue

of California Orthodontist.).  The new list is

still pending review by the Schwarzenegger

administration.  Once it is approved, we’ll

notify members via our website

www.caortho.org first and then provide 

confirmation in this newsletter.

Board Meeting Action
During their May 14 conference call 

meeting, the board of directors took action

on several items.  They proposed an 

amendment to the by-laws that makes 

the Legislative Committee a standing 

committee of CAO.  This by-law 

amendment and the Nominating

Committee’s recommendations for future

board leadership and California directors to

PCSO will be mailed to members this summer.

The board also approved two additional

committee charters: the Communication

Committee and the Access to Care

Committee.  The latter replaces the

California Childrens Services (CCS)

Committee and will focus on information

and resources to assure that the public has

better access to orthodontic services in

California.

The Continuing Education Committee

requested and received preliminary approval

to increase the honorarium so that CAO

could secure a well-known speaker for next

year’s annual session.  It is scheduled for

Sunday, September 25, 2005, in San Diego.

Last but not least, the selection process

and benefits for CAO’s highest honor, the

Distinguished Service Award, were reviewed

and revised to better reflect current practice

and the honor bestowed.  Harold Bergh, this

year’s Distinguished Service Award 

recipient was selected based on his leadership

as president (2001/2002) and his tireless 

and thoughtful contributions as this 

newsletter’s editor for many years.  ❖

Inside CAO
Highlights of Programs and Activities

Mike Huckins

Emmerson Wins
Primary!

Orthodontist and CAO member Bill
Emmerson of Hemet has won the

hotly contested battle for the Republican
candidacy of the 63rd Assembly district.  
It was a close election settled weeks after
the March 2 primary.

As anticipated,
this campaign for
the Republican
seat was one of
the most 
vigorously 
contested political
battles in the
state.  Both local
and statewide
media covered the 
campaign. 

Although ahead by the tiniest of 
margins on March 2, Emmerson was not
named victor until weeks later, once
absentee ballots had been counted. With
29.4 percent of the vote and only 149
votes ahead of the runner-up, his election
was more than a close call.  Campaign
workers breathed sighs of relief when the
opponent did not submit a recount
request.

With the primary now decided,
Emmerson’s campaign efforts are already
under way for the November election.
He has the advantage of being the
Republican candidate in a district that is
strongly Republican.  And he has the
support of the party as well as the dental
and orthodontic community.  Pundits
predict that Emmerson will be the next
Assembly member from District 63.  

CAO members are encouraged to 
join Dr. Emmerson’s campaign efforts,
especially those who reside in 
Assembly District 63.  Contact
www.BillEmmerson.com.  In
addition, financial support is still 
needed from anyone in the dental or
orthodontic community.  Campaign
contributions should be made payable to
Bill Emmerson for Assembly and mailed
to P.O. Box 7607, Redlands, CA
92375. ❖

Bill Emmerson, DDS, MS
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by Tom Thompson, DDS
Delta Dental Committee Chair

In March, Delta
Dental of

California notified
all its member
orthodontists that
important changes
were being made
in Delta’s fee filing
methodology and
in its participating
dentists rules and agreements.  These
changes took effect on May 20.

Delta’s former composite customary
fee system was often frustrating and
time-consuming.  Delta used complex
weights in its calculations that often
took on the appearance of “lucky-
guessing” what would be accepted as fees.

Delta’s goal in the new system is to
make fees simpler and more logical, 
linking reimbursements to current fees
charged.  With this new system, your
current accepted fees and Delta’s 
payments will not change.  Delta will 
grandfather current accepted fees into
the new system.  However, when you 
file your next fee revision, Delta will
evaluate your fees differently.  When 
you file again, Delta will calculate your
maximum plan allowances and send
those rates to you.

The good news:  Delta has grandfathered
in your current accepted fees.  If some 
of your accepted fees now are higher
than the new maximum plan allowances,
you will still receive your higher, 
grandfathered fee.  Delta says that it will
not lower your grandfathered fees, even
if you file new fees that are higher than
its 80th percentile allowances.

Delta’s new fees will still be based on
their 27 fee regions which overlay 

Tom Thompson, DDS

markets with the 32 dental society
boundaries.  The 80th percentile
allowances for orthodontists will still be
based only on the fees of California
orthodontists.  Delta will still update
these allowances every six months, and
member dentists can still submit their
fee revisions every 12 months.

Participants will definitely experience
a learning curve with this new system
and may expect to have a lot of ques-
tions.  Delta pledges to continuously
update its website with new questions
and answers.  Visit the website at
www.deltadentalca.org/dentist/index.htrml.

CAO is available to help you 
with Delta issues as well.  Contact 
Mike Huckins at CAO by phone 
415-441-4697 or email mike@prollins-
associates.com. Contact me by email
tncortho@hotmail.com or phone 
559-448-9870. ❖

Delta Changes its 
Methodology for
Setting Fees

Delta Dental Update

Delta Changes its 
Methodology for
Setting Fees

Advanced Microsoft Word,” and “The
Initial Exam Experience.”

For Doctors:  Business
Planning and More

The practice management seminar
for doctors is packed with practical
information for both start-up and 
ongoing orthodontic practices.  Seminar
instructor John McGill is an attorney, 
an accountant, and a practice consultant
with experience in assisting some of the 
top orthodontic practices in the country.
His day-long seminar will consider
major financial topics for a healthy 
practice:  setting practice goals, 
handling growth, monitoring a budget,
establishing proper accounting systems,
maximizing tax benefits, and reducing 
interest costs.

Register Now!
Complete course descriptions and

registration forms were mailed to CAO
members in early June.  Those interested
in attending are urged to register right
away.  “We expect the staff program to
sell out early,” warns Continuing
Education Committee chairman, Paul
Kasrovi.  Members may receive 
additional copies of registration materials
by calling CAO at 415-441-4697 or by
going to CAO’s website at
www.caortho.org.  Advance registration
closes August 18.

Fees for the staff workshops are $85.
The workshops are set up in track 
configurations.  Each track offers two
course segments and the segments are
not interchangeable between tracks.  
See the registration materials for details.

Fees for the doctor seminar are
$125 for CAO members.  Non-members
are welcome to attend for the higher fee
of $165.  Again, see the registration
materials for details. ❖

Education In Palm Springs
Continued from page 1

President’s Message
Continued from page 2

September 20, we will report results of
the membership ballot for new officers
as well as feature Bruce Christopher,
noted psychologist and speaker, who will
make you “Laugh ’til you cry…Learn ’til
you change.”

On a final note, I want to thank the
staff at Phillip Rollins & Associates, 
especially Phillip Rollins and Mike
Huckins, for providing so much support
behind all of these projects. 

Please join me in celebrating what we
have accomplished together!  I look 
forward to seeing you in Palm Springs.
❖
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Sterilization Update
by Earl Johnson, DDS
California Dental Board Liaison

This year’s
revised 

sterilization
regulations have
been approved by
the Dental Board.
They read:

“Critical and
semi-critical
instruments or
containers of 
critical and semi-critical instruments
sterilized by a heat or vapor method shall
be packaged or wrapped before 
sterilization if they are not to be used
immediately after being sterilized.  
These packages or containers shall
remain sealed unless the instruments
within them are placed onto a setup tray
and covered with a moisture impervious
barrier on the day the instruments will
be used and shall be stored in a manner
so as to prevent contamination.”

We fought long and hard to remove
the “packaged or wrapped before 
sterilization” requirement.  This did not
happen!  These regulations have to be 
re-evaluated every year.  CAO will have
representation on the Dental Board’s
Infection Control Committee next year
when these regulations are revisited.
Also, the AAO is starting to work with
CDC to make sure their regulations are
amenable to the needs of orthodontics.

Registered Dental
Assistants

All registered dental assistants will
have to present evidence that they have
taken both the coronal polishing and
radiation safety courses to have their
RDA licenses renewed (after January 1,
2005).  We understand there will be no
exceptions or “Grandfather” clauses.  If
RDAs have not taken these courses by
the deadline, their RDA license will not

Earl Johnson, DDS

be renewed but will be revoked.  It is
rumored, 
however, that upcoming legislation will
postpone the deadline until January 1,
2006.

If you have taken these courses but do
not have your certificate and the course
vendor is out of business, there may be
help.  Work is in progress so that the
RDA can sign an affidavit that will be
taken as proof the course was taken.
More on this later as details develop.

Dental Materials Fact
Sheet

The final version of the updated 
“consumer friendly” restorative materials
fact sheet was approved by the Dental
Board.  It is called “The Facts about
Fillings.”  The board will soon have this
in print and will distribute a copy to all
dentists in California.  It can be obtained
now on the web at www.dbc.ca.gov.
Unless you are doing restorations, you
do not need to distribute this fact sheet
to your patients. ❖

California Dental Board Report

Sterilization Update
Prop 65 Update

One Step Forward, 
At Least
by Phillip Rollins, CAE
Executive Director

Finally, CAO has received a letter
from the state Attorney General’s

office, confirming that orthodontists are
cleared from Prop 65 regulations for the
major elements used in brackets:  nickel
and chromium, components of stainless
steel.  But that is not the end of this 
particular story.

Since 2001, CAO has worked to see
that orthodontists’ offices are excluded
from the Proposition 65 lawsuit 
settlement that requires dental offices
with more than nine employees to post a
hazardous materials warning sign.  
Our effort was directed at proving that
the nickel and chromium used in 
orthodontic appliances was below the
Prop 65 levels of risk.  

Working with orthodontic 
manufacturers data, contracting for 
additional work on that data, and 
presenting a report to the Attorney 
General’s office in 2002, we were 
verbally given clearance that the nickel
and chromium in orthodontic appliances
was indeed below the Prop 65 levels of
risk.  It has taken another year-plus to
get the clearance in writing.

Additional Hazardous
Materials?

However, the CDA warns us that the
several hundred other hazardous 
chemicals and materials listed in Prop 65
could require that the signs stay posted.

We have asked California orthodontic
graduate programs to review the Prop 65
list of chemicals and materials to 
determine the likelihood of their use in
an orthodontic office.  We will report
their findings as soon as they are 
available.

In the meantime, individual CAO 
members may review the Prop 65 list to
determine if the warning sign should
remain posted.  The entire list can be
found at www.oehha.org/prop65.html. ❖

Orthodontic
Education Expertise
Needed

The Continuing Education Committee
is looking for volunteers.  It meets

during the daytime two Fridays per year
(typically spring and fall). Reimbursement
for travel, accommodation, and a per
diem are provided.

If interested in planning CAO continuing 
education events, contact:

Mike Huckins, CAO Associate Executive
Director at 415-441-4697, fax to 
415-441-5683, or e-mail 
mike@prollins-associates.com.  
Or contact Dr. Paul Kasrovi, Continuing
Education Committee Chair at 
510-638-2806 or e-mail
PMKasrovi@aol.com
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A Parent’s Guide to
Detecting Bite Problems

CAO’s “Bite Down Early” kit is
designed to help the public and

referring dentists understand when an
orthodontic exam is advisable. The kit
has been field tested nationally and found
to be simple to use and most effective.
Users just tear off the printed ruler and
place it against the lower front teeth to
determine the general level of protrusion.

Some orthodontists distribute the kit
to their referring dentists as an easy way
of demonstrating to patients and parents
of patients that it is time to make an 
orthodontic exam appointment.  Others
will ask patients to give the kit to friends
and neighbors.  Many practices use it to
grow their practice during October
which is Orthodontic Health month.
You may want to imprint your own
name and address on the front or inside
back cover prior to distribution.

To order, call 415-441-2416 or visit
www.caortho.org. ❖


